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day period specified in §385.13(a)(1) for
motor carriers transporting passengers
or hazardous materials. If the motor
carrier has submitted evidence that
corrective actions have been taken pur-
suant to this section and the FMCSA
cannot make a final determination
within the 45-day period, the period be-
fore the proposed safety rating be-
comes final may be extended for up to
10 days at the discretion of the
FMCSA.

(g) The FMCSA may allow a motor
carrier with a proposed rating of ‘‘un-
satisfactory” (except those trans-
porting passengers in CMVs or
placardable quantities of hazardous
materials) to continue to operate in
interstate commerce for up to 60 days
beyond the 60 days specified in the pro-
posed rating, if the FMCSA determines
that the motor carrier is making a
good faith effort to improve its safety
status. This additional period would
begin on the 61st day after the date of
the notice of the proposed ‘‘unsatisfac-
tory”’ rating.

(h) If the FMCSA determines that the
motor carrier has taken the corrective
actions required and that its oper-
ations currently meet the safety stand-
ard and factors specified in §§385.5 and
385.7, the agency will notify the motor
carrier in writing of its upgraded safe-
ty rating.

(i) If the FMCSA determines that the
motor carrier has not taken all the
corrective actions required, or that its
operations still fail to meet the safety
standard and factors specified in §§385.5
and 385.7, the agency will notify the
motor carrier in writing.

(j) Any motor carrier whose request
for change is denied in accordance with
paragraph (i) of this section may re-
quest administrative review under the
procedures of §385.15. The motor car-
rier must make the request within 90
days of the denial of the request for a
rating change. If the proposed rating
has become final, it shall remain in ef-
fect during the period of any adminis-
trative review.

[656 FR 50935, Aug. 22, 2000]

§385.19 Safety fitness information.

(a) Final ratings will be made avail-
able to other Federal and State agen-

49 CFR Ch. lll (10-1-01 Edition)

cies in writing, telephonically or by re-
mote computer access.

(b) The final safety rating assigned to
a motor carrier will be made available
to the public upon request. Any person
requesting the assigned rating of a
motor carrier shall provide the FMCSA
with the motor carrier’s name, prin-
cipal office address, and, if known, the
USDOT number or the ICCMC docket
number, if any.

(c) Requests should be addressed to
the Office of Data Analysis and Infor-
mation Systems (MC RIS), Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20590. The information can also be
found at the SAFER website: http:/
wWWW.safersys.org.

[62 FR 60043, Nov. 6, 1997, as amended at 66
FR 49872, Oct. 1, 2001]

APPENDIX A TO PART 385 [RESERVED]

APPENDIX B TO PART 385—EXPLANATION
OF SAFETY RATING PROCESS

(a) Section 215 of the Motor Carrier Safety
Act of 1984 (49 U.S.C. 31144) directed the Sec-
retary of Transportation to establish a pro-
cedure to determine the safety fitness of
owners and operators of commercial motor
vehicles operating in interstate or foreign
commerce. The Secretary, in turn, delegated
this responsibility to the Federal Motor Car-
rier Safety Administration (FMCSA).

(b) As directed, FMCSA promulgated a
safety fitness regulation, entitled ‘‘Safety
Fitness Procedures,”” which established a
procedure to determine the safety fitness of
motor carriers through the assignment of
safety ratings and established a ‘‘safety fit-
ness standard” which a motor carrier must
meet to obtain a satisfactory safety rating.

(c) To meet the safety fitness standard, a
motor carrier must demonstrate to the
FMCSA that it has adequate safety manage-
ment controls in place which function effec-
tively to ensure acceptable compliance with
the applicable safety requirements. A ‘‘safe-
ty fitness rating methodology’” (SFRM) was
developed by the FMCSA, which uses data
from compliance reviews (CRs) and roadside
inspections to rate motor carriers.

(d) The safety rating process developed by
FMCSA is used to:

1. Evaluate safety fitness and assign one of
three safety ratings (satisfactory, conditional
or unsatisfactory) to motor carriers operating
in interstate commerce. This process con-
forms to 49 CFR 385.5, Safety fitness stand-
ard, and §385.7, Factors to be considered in
determining a safety rating.

2. Identify motor carriers needing improve-
ment in their compliance with the Federal
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